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Vaccination rates have 

been declining. Every 
vaccination is a potential 

illness averted or life saved1

If all areas with 
below average 
adult vaccination 
rates could reach 
the current national average, 
over 900,000 extra people 
would be vaccinated, helping to 
reduce health system pressure and 
the economic impact of sick days.4 

Vaccination inequalities are associated with 
many factors, including age, geography, 

socio-economic status and ethnicity5

The NHS aims to 
reduce illness and 

mortality by increasing 
vaccination uptake1

High uptake helps 
protect people who 
are not able to have 
vaccines themselves.2

From April 2026, every integrated 
care board will be accountable for 
developing vaccination services that:

Geographic variation in vaccination coverage rates (VCR)6,7,8

*6-in-1 = diphtheria, tetanus, whooping cough, polio, Hib and hepatitis B. **Geographic variation for COVID-19 is by NHS region.

Low vaccination rates 
have led to measles 
outbreaks, with 
unprotected children 
at risk of serious 
illness or life-long 
complications.3

 ...are supplemented by 
targeted outreach to 
increase uptake in 
underserved populations.

 ...are high quality, 
convenient to access 
and tailored to the 
needs of local people.

 ...are delivered in a joined-up way 
by integrated teams, working across 
the NHS and other organisations, 
to improve patient experience and 
deliver value for money.1

Vaccination coverage
in England

Number of ICBs 
achieving the goal

#VCR goal set by 
the WHO or NHS

Variation between lowest and highest 
performing integrated care boards (ICB)

England VCR

Whooping cough
(in pregnancy)

N/A

6-in-1*
(at 12m old)

7

Meningococcal B
(booster at 2y old)

0

Measles, mumps and rubella
(2 doses by 5y old)

0

HPV 
(female age 12-13y)

0

Pneumococcal
(aged 65+)

1

Shingles
(at 71y)

0

Seasonal flu
(primary school children)

10

Seasonal flu
(at risk individuals under 65)

0

COVID-19**
(adult care home residents)

N/A

Seasonal flu
(aged 65+)

35

% of eligible cohort vaccinated (VCR)


